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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAPPMA RELEASES 5TH EDITION OF TECHNICAL MANUAL
FOR PIPE MANUFACTURING AND PIPELINE DESIGN
Johannesburg, 22 November 2017. The 5th edition of the
Technical Manual compiled and published by SAPPMA
(Southern African Plastic Pipe Manufacturers Association)
has just been released.
Jan Venter, Chief Executive Officer of SAPPMA, states that
this publication is a valuable tool aimed at assisting designers
and the end-users of plastic pipes in producing pipelines that
will last for a very long time.
“It is now eleven years since SAPPMA started publishing an independent, technical manual on the manufacturing of
plastic pipes and we believe the 2017-2018 edition is yet another big step forward – both in terms of accuracy and
ease of use of this handbook. It offers information, guidance and best in class technical information on how to select
the right material, produce accurate designs and choose the correct installation procedures,” Venter says.
Although plastic pipe materials have widely been used for more than sixty years, SAPPMA is of the opinion that it is
still somewhat of an unknown in certain circles. It is of particular concern to the association that engineering students
do not seem to get adequate teaching about the ins and outs of selecting the right plastic material, completing an
accurate design and ensuring the correct installation procedure is followed.
“The purpose of publishing the SAPPMA Technical Manual is not to replace other publications and codes on the
subject. Instead, our hope is that it will serve as a basic, user-friendly guide throughout the various steps of design,”
Venter explains. He highlights that the information contained in the manual is objective and free of any commercial
influence (SAPPMA is a registered non-profit organization).
“The importance of plastic pipe systems in the infrastructure of a country cannot be over-emphasized. This is
underlined by the fact that well over half of all the pipelines worldwide used for water, sewage and gas distribution
are constructed with plastic pipe. Pipe designs must be carried out by properly qualified persons who have specific
experience in the design, detailing, specification, construction, quality control, commissioning, operation, repair and
maintenance of piping systems. For this reason, we have strived to ensure that all the information contained in this
publication is verified and accurate.
Copies of the publication are available to design and civil engineers via SAICE or can be purchased directly from SAPPMA. 1-5
books cost R320 + VAT each; 6-10 books cost R280 + VAT each and purchasing 10 or more books reduces the cost to only R240 +
VAT each. For more information, contact Louise Muller at Admin@sappma.co.za.

